LENDON GRAY TEEN PROTEGE WINS HER CLASS PLUS
TRILOGY SADDLES’ BEST SEAT AWARD AT GOLD COAST CDI

BE . Despite her tender age of 16, Lendon Gray protégé
- : - Rachel Chowanec took home top honors at her first CDI
. of 2011, in front of top American and European judges;
she also won the Trilogy Saddles’ Best Seat award by

_ unanimous decision of the judges’ committee. It's a
Q( result illustrating Trilogy’s philosophy that saddle fit and
rider position are crucial in helping both horse and rider

A p achieve their best in performance.

Chowanec’s partner in the FEI Junior Rider Individual
Test, 13-year-old PRE (Pura Raza Espafiola or Pure
Spanish Horse) gelding Embrujado Xl (‘Mouse’), has
been her new ‘ride’ for two years, a grown-up mount
to succeed the longtime dressage pony who helped
Chowanec get started in Junior competition. “We were
+  looking for a while, and one day about two years ago
- PRE breeder Kim Boyer called and said ‘| think | found
the horse.” That horse was Mouse, and | love him with
* all my heart.”

Riding with Gray since the age of 9, Chowanec’s dedication to dressage and horses has meant
long hours in the saddle, receiving her schooling online, and even relying on horses to soothe
her homesickness. “It's a great experience to ride with Lendon, but it's meant I've been away
from home for long periods,” she says.

Hailing from Columbia, Conn., Chowanec reports she got bitten by the dressage bug back in
2000, at age six, and her commitment has only grown since. Trilogy Saddles President Debbie
Witty says it's been a pleasure to watch Chowanec’s development over the years at Gray’s
facility. “It's wonderful to see all Rachel’s hard work pay off, and especially in such a competitive
venue as the Gold Coast Dressage Opener,” says Witty.

When asked what Witty hopes to accomplish through the Best Seat Award program, she points
out the award was developed with multi-faceted reasons.

“We wanted to publicly declare our commitment to how saddle fit and rider position affect the
horse’s capacity to move freely and willingly, at the best level of his or her abilities. We also
want to inspire and educate riders to take responsibility for their own riding position, and to get
the training they need to improve their own seat,” reports Witty. “A saddle’s fit and the rider’s
position shouldn’t impede the horse’s movement anywhere, and if both are correct, they actually
enhance horse and rider communication.”



Chowanec joins the ranks of other recent Best Seat winners, such as Justin Hardin, Elizabeth
Ball, and Christopher Schruefer: Trilogy Saddles - News & ‘Best Seat’ Award Recipients

As for Rachel Chowanec’s future with Mouse, Witty and Gray both agree that it’s a bright one.
“‘Rachel winning the Best Seat Award is just as impressive as her winning the class,” reports
Gray.




